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XLWales has an impact on the local environment. This impact arises from providing services (direct effects), for example by staff using resources and creating waste; and from influencing the environmental actions of others (indirect effects), for example by raising the environmental awareness of the children in our care. XLWales recognises its impact on the area and is committed to protecting and enhancing the environment for future generations by acting responsibly and considering environmental, social and economic factors in all decision making processes.   

In all its activities XLWales will:
· Ensure environmental legislation is complied with, and fulfil any statutory environmental responsibilities.
· Reduce the use of natural resources including energy in its own buildings, vehicles and in all activities.
· Avoid waste and encourage the conservation, reuse and recycling of resources.
· Prevent environmental pollution from all its activities and influence others to do the same.
· Promote understanding and participation in environmental issues through education, information and consultation.
· This Environmental Policy will be made available to all staff and other interested parties.
· XLWales is committed to reducing harm to the environment through recycling.

In addition to recycling, the following steps should be taken to contribute towards the Environmental policy:

Purchasing – XLWales will attempt to buy recyclable, recycled-content, less toxic and locally produced products whenever possible.

Food Services
When food or beverages are served, reusable dishes / recyclable plates and containers will be used where possible.
The staff kitchen areas shall also encourage the use of reusable dishes and cutlery. 

Resources
· Staff should consider the impact of their actions before using particular resources, such as paper. E-documents are encouraged whenever possible.
· All documents should be printed double sided to reduce the amounts of paper used. Staff should avoid unnecessary printing.
· Lights, where possible should be shut off when not in use.
· Printers, photocopiers, televisions, gaming equipment and other electrical items (with the exception of the fridge) should be turned off at the mains overnight or when not otherwise in use.
· When the weather is warm, windows should be opened before making a decision to use fans.  Fans should only be used when the weather is particularly hot.
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